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My parents moved to Homburg IB July, and during my
vacation in August I went to stay with them. My father
wished me to be always present when he gave audience to the
heads of the Military and Civil Departments, and on such
occasions I was allowed to help Mm to " reign/1 As he used
sand to blot his papers this was no end of a business for me,
for I h'ad to arrange the various patents and other documents
presented for signature and afterwards lay them out to dry,
At the end of the proceedings every table, every available
piece of furniture, and even the floor, were covered with them,
and only a narrow path left to reach the door.

About this time 1 paid my first visit in an official capacity
to a foreign Court. On August 22nd King Leopold II of
Belgium and Queen Maria celebrated their silver wedding,
and as my father, being Regent, could not absent himself,
I was appointed to represent my grandfather at the festivities.

Accompanied by Major von Liebenau and Lieutenant von
Jacoby, I left for Brussels, and on the Belgian frontier met the
Archduke Charles Louis, representing the Emperor Francis
Joseph. This archduke was the father of the heir-apparent to
the Austrian throne who was murdered at Sarajevo. In his
suite was General Prince Windischgratz, who used to visit us in
Berlin, and was a " persona grata " both with my parents and
grandparents.

King Leopold himself met me at the station, when we drove
together through gaily decorated streets and cheering crowds
to the Palace, where I was greeted by the Queen. She
impressed me as a stately woman with distinguished
features and a truly regal bearing. Her brother, the Arch-
duke Frederick, commanded the Austro-Hungarian Army in
the Great War.

Without doubt King Leopold was a remarkable and imposing
personality, not easily forgotten, but I am betraying no secrets
when I say that he was a heartless cynic and despised his fellow
creatures. The following Incidents, of which I was a witness,
will confirm my statement.